
 
 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER MIKE 
Twenty-Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith."  The Lord replied, “If you have  
faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, 'Be  

uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.” 
 

My Dear Friends in Christ,  
 

The First Sunday in October is designated as Respect Life Sunday.  It is a time for Christians to join in 

solidarity to promote and uphold the precious gift of life.  And when we consider the many offenses 

against human life that plague our culture and our world, we should be emboldened as Catholic 

Christians to stand up for the gift of life.  St. Paul reminds us in our Second Reading that God did not 

give us “a spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love and self-control. So do not be ashamed of 

your testimony to our Lord.”  And Jesus affirms in our Gospel that the power and gift of faith can move 

mountains – and mulberry trees! This earthly journey will be filled with times and experiences that 

are chaotic, sorrowful, and filled with complexities and heartaches. But even more, life is filled with 

joys and celebrations, graced moments, and victories.   
 

But how many children, how many lives (of all ages) have been prevented, harmed, or disregarded?  

When will it end? Yes indeed: beautiful, chaotic, precious, unpredictable life--it’s so much greater than 

we realize.  Respect life. In the womb, in the prison cell, in the nursing home bed, in the poor, in our 

families, in our Parish, in the very places we work. Respect Life means treating every life with dignity 

and embracing every life as a gift.  
 

I look forward to introducing our Pastoral Staff to our Most Blessed Sacrament Parish community this 

Sunday at the end of the weekend Masses.  I believe it’s important for us to know who our Pastoral 

Staff Team is, as they work so very hard for our entire Parish and are wonderful colleagues in ministry 

with me!  Be assured of my prayers this week.  Can you believe it’s the first weekend in October?!   
 

It is a joy and blessing to serve you as your Pastor, 

 


